Aircraft Registration 

This letter provides perspective UAS operators with information regarding the statutory requirement to register aircraft and includes details on the registration process and marking. 

Aircraft Registration Requirements 
Title 49 §§ 44101-44104 prohibit operation of unregistered aircraft and establish the requirements for aircraft registration. The regulations implementing those requirements are found in 14 CFR part 47. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Public Aircraft are not exempted from the registration requirements. Under § 47.3, aircraft owned by U.S. citizens, lawfully admitted permanent residents of the United States, and U.S. corporations are eligible for registration and operation. This includes U.S. Government, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, territories, or possessions of the United States and political subdivisions thereof. 
No registration is required for UAS owned by the Armed Forces or under temporary ownership of the Armed Forces. 49 USC § 44101(b)(2); 14 CFR §47.3(b) (3). If temporary ownership of UAS by the Armed Forces ceases, the UAS must be registered prior to operating in the NAS. 

UAS Registration Marking 
UAS must be marked with their U.S. nationality and registration marks (N-Number) in accordance with 14 CFR Part 45. Most full scale UAS are able to comply with the marking requirements, including size and location of the N-Number on the aircraft. Sub-scale or small UAS, or UAS of a non-conventional shape such as a multi-rotor (quad-copter, octo-copter, etc.) or ducted fan may not be able to comply with Part 45 or the guidance in AC 45-2D because of size or space limitations on the aircraft. In these cases, markings may be as large as practicable (see exemptions table 3 – second to last entry) http://www.faa.gov/documentLibrary/media/Advisory_Circular/AC%2045-2D.pdf

UAS Registration Process and Numbers 
To register UAS, you must submit an Aircraft Registration Application, AC Form 8050-1, and evidence of ownership to the Aircraft Registration Branch (AFS-750). Registration costs $5.00. Complete details for registering UAS and reserving an N-number are provided online at www.faa.gov. (Both Forms are filled in and sent to the registration branch).

AC Form 8050-1 
A hard copy of the standard registration form 8050-1 (no online Availability- Get this form from your local flight standards office (form is in triplicate)) Government entities are not required to submit the $5 fee when registering a public use aircraft. Make sure you fill out the aircraft information to match the info placed on the 8050-88.
                            
8850-88                                                                                                                                       	      (http://www.faa.gov/licenses_certificates/aircraft_certification/aircraft_registry/media/8050-88.pdf)

This form requires a notarized signature. A couple of points - The name of the non TC'd builder should be listed as the agency not the UAS manufacturer. The box to check is the 3rd one - that the aircraft is a newly built Non-TC aircraft not currently registered in another country

Additional questions can be directed to Ken Fugate, AFS-86, (202) 267-8259, or the Aircraft Registration Branch, AFS-750, (405) 954-3116, toll free 1-866-762-9434.
